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The Year in Numbers 

100 
Students welcomed
across Beirut and
Byblos campuses

8 
Distinguished
speakers for

Summer Camp 2026

2 
Semesters of

transformative
academic milestones

This showcase presents the key activities, achievements, and
milestones of the Department of Political Science and

International Affairs over the past two semesters. It highlights
faculty excellence, student success, academic engagement,

institutional visibility, and the department's growing impact

LAU Delegation at Harvard World MUNLAU Delegation at Harvard World MUNLAU Delegation at Harvard World MUN   LAU Delegation at Harvard World MUN 
POLIS STUDENT Roy Abi Raad Winner of thePOLIS STUDENT Roy Abi Raad Winner of thePOLIS STUDENT Roy Abi Raad Winner of the

Harvard World MUN Diplomacy Award in LimaHarvard World MUN Diplomacy Award in LimaHarvard World MUN Diplomacy Award in Lima
POLIS STUDENT Roy Abi Raad Winner of the

Harvard World MUN Diplomacy Award in Lima

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Affairs 



Faculty Excellence and Academic Contributions

 Research excellence, publications, global recognition, and academic impact
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Dr. Leila Dagher 
Recognized among the top 2%
of scientists worldwide and
selected as a 2026-2027 Wilson
Center Research Fellow

Dr. Latifa Reda 
Published Sensing Palestine:
Global Decolonial Aesthetics
in Latin American-Palestinian
Musical Collaborations,
expanding interdisciplinary
scholarship

Dr. Sonia Nakad 
Completed her PhD at the
University of Tübingen with
high distinction (Magna Cum
Laude)

Dr. Fadi Hachem 
Published Freedom of
Religion or Belief in
Regional Transformations
and was appointed to the
Council of Experts of the
International Religious
Freedom or Belief Alliance

Dr. Jeffrey Karam 
Published Knowing
Without Seeing,
contributing to
contemporary debates in
international security and
the October 7 strategic
surprise

Dr. Joseph El
Helou 
Published a book chapter
with Ms. Aya Farhat on state
governance, financial
technology, and political
economy in the UAE.



Faculty Excellence and Academic Contributions

 Research excellence, publications, global recognition, and academic impact
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Dr Ramzi Abou
Smail 
published
conceptualizing
and measuring
support for
collective violence
in aggressive
behavior 



Student Achievements and Awards 

Awards, fellowships, graduate admissions, media research, and alumni distinction 
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Roy Abi Raad 
Winner of the Harvard World
MUN Diplomacy Award in
Lima; also engaged in policy
activities at the NASW Boise
Capitol and COP30
simulations

Ghassoub Jarrah 
Earned an Honorable
Mention at the Istanbul
International Model United
Nations

Sophia Haddad 
Represented Lebanon with
distinction at Harvard World
MUN in Peru

Serge Nohra 
Received the Best Delegate
Award at the Asia Youth
International MUN 2025 in
Kuala Lumpur

Lynn Al Hadi 
Awarded a Fulbright
Scholarship to begin her
MS in International
Security at Georgia
Institute of Technology

Christelle
Barakat 
Selected as a Schwarzman
Scholar for the 2026-2027
cohort.



Student Achievements and Awards  
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Michelle Eshak 
Admitted to the graduate program
at Georgetown University

Aida Jaber 
Received the Outstanding
Research Award in Social
Sciences and Management.

Noura Abou Hamze
Distinguished herself through
migration policy research,
human rights advocacy,
journalism, and community
engagement

A strong culture of student excellence 
These achievements reflect the global competitiveness and leadership of POLIS students and

alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy



Student Achievements and Awards  

Cedric Keyrouz 
accepted into the
young media
researcher
program 
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joelle el Kaasamani
awarded the nadim
said khalaf
endowed
scholarship fund

Nadia Ahmad 
awarded the
young researcher
fellowship at an-
naHar newspaper

A strong culture of student excellence 
These achievements reflect the global competitiveness and leadership of POLIS students and

alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy

KARIM salaheddine 
honored with the
outstanding research
award in the field of
Social Sciences &
Management  



Student Achievements and Awards  
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Rafi Daou
received the
torch award 

A strong culture of student excellence 
These achievements reflect the global competitiveness and leadership of POLIS students and

alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy

Sophia Haddad 
Received the Rhoda
orme award



Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
 

Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis 
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Policy Dialogue 
Welcomed H.E. Dr. Nassif Hitti, former Minister of Foreign Affairs,

for a lecture on Lebanese politics amid regional tensions

Regional Analysis 
Dr. Imad Salamey led an international seminar on "The War in Iran and the

Greater Middle East

National Security
 Strategic guest lectures were delivered by General Ziad Rizkallah and

Major General Fadi Makhoul



Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
 

Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic
exposure, and regional analysis 
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Dr Nayla Tabbara 

 “What does it mean
to live in an
inclusive society?”

Dr Michael
theodosiadis “The
Tragedy of Might:
Simone Weil and
Ethical
Leadership in
International
Relations.”

Dr Nayla Tabbara
featuring Rev. Linda
Maktabi and Shaykh
Rabih Kobeissy.
“Role of Religious
Leaders during the
War: The Case of
Lebanon”

Dr Imad Salamey 
“Lebanon’s
Political Order
and the Regional
Context” at Frei
University of
Berlin.

dr hicham abou
nassif “U.S Foreign
Policy and the
Lebanese Civil War
(1981-1984)”

Dr Assem Dandashly
“Rethinking EU
Democracy Promotion:
Local
Actors, Regime Survival
and Norm
Implementation in the
Arab Mediterranean
Countries.”
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Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic
exposure, and regional analysis 

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Affairs 

Dr Julien Beaujouan
“From Liberal Peace to
Power
Peace: Rethinking
Conflict
Resolution in the 21st
Century”

Dr Elie Abou Aoun
“why are human
rights important
for citizens?”

Dr Nicola Nones
“Military Build
up under
Hegemonic
Shadow”
 

 Dr Ziad Abdel Samad
“What happens if
everyone is a passive
Citizen?”

Esq. Verena El Amil
“Should citizens
engage in politics at
a young age?”

Dr Kinda Majary  “what
is a gender-inclusive
Citizenship”



Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
 

Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure,
and regional analysis 
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Dr Abbas Rammal
“Enhancing Research
Methodology with
Quantitative Data and
Statistical Analysis:
Inferential Methods and
Tools”

H.E Frank Mollen
“Dutch Foreign
Relations&
Diplomacy in a
Complex Region”

Miss lisbeth
pilegaard
“Democratization
& the MENA
region”

Dr Joseph Farchakh
“How can news outlets
and anchors become a
voice for citizens in
the country?”

H.E Andrew Barnes
“Australia’s Democratic
Journey: Achievements and
Emerging Challenges” 

H.E Mohammad Al-
Assaad “من الفكرة إلى
”الثورة إلى الدولة



Student & institutional
Highlights 
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 Grade 11 students from frères maristes
champville school visited LAU Byblos.  

“Coffee with Polis” sessions were organized to
foster dialogue and engagement.

Official launch of the MAster’s program in
conflict resolution, marking a significant
academic development within the institution.

The International Affairs Club was featured in
L’Orient-Le Jour, highlighting its activities and
student engagement on a national platform.

Lebanese American University hosted a concert
in collaboration with UNESCO, promoting
cultural exchange and artistic expression.



Polis Graduating
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Undergraduate Fall-2025

Sara Hemadneh 
Elissa Taoukjian 
Reina Sinno 
Jomana El Khazmi 

Undergraduate Spring-2026
 
Judy Virginia Abou Ayache 
Yara Abdallah 
Lea Farhat 
Rafi Daou 
Angelica Sahli Monzer 
Romy Labban 
Rachel Shalhoub 
Thea Maria Sarkis 
Francesca Bouri 
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Undergraduate Spring-2026
Roy Abi Raad
Taleen Abdel Khalek 
Yasmina El Amin 
Michelle Eshak 
Aliza Khazzaka
Sophia Haddad 
Tia Abdul Baki 
Yorgo Bou Assi 
Mabel Karkar 
Dona Maria Matta 
Nour Najjad 
Christian Daccache 
Elie Sawaya 
Lena Makhoul 
Selena Harfouch 
Leya Sinno 
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Undergraduate Spring-2026
Salina Maria Abou Jaoude 
Fatima Ramadan 
Marwan Moukary 
Petra Abou Kasm 
Adele Bou Raad 

Graduate Summer-2025 
Rita Theresia Makhlouf 

Graduate Fall-2025 
Amal Zaidan 
Maroun Al Irani 
Omar Baz Radwan 
Mohammad Abed Al Razak Ghalayini 
Maria Akiki 



Polis Graduating
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Graduate Spring-2026

Haytham Al Tabesh 
Maria Christina Saad 
Suha Abou Rialy 
Reem Haidar 
Yara Halabi 
Mahmoud Kobrosly 
Mia Azzi 
Sadeel Ismail 
Serge Hamparsoumian 



POLIS Student Mobility:
Expanding Global Horizons

in 2025-2026

 

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Affairs 

The 2025-2026 academic year marked a significant
milestone for student mobility within the Department of
Political and International Studies (POLIS) at the
Lebanese American University.
A total of 15 undergraduate and graduate students participated in
international exchange programs, summer schools, and study-abroad
opportunities across Europe, reflecting POLIS's growing commitment to
global engagement and experiential learning.
Students pursued academic and professional experiences in eight countries—
France, the United Kingdom, Slovenia, Finland, Austria, Italy, Estonia, and the
Czech Republic-through a range of prestigious institutions including
Sciences Po Paris, Sciences Po Lyon, the University of Helsinki, the University
of Torino, Tallinn University, EMUNI University, Cambridge University Summer
School, and the University of Graz Peace Summer School.
France emerged as the leading destination, hosting five POLIS students,
followed by Italy, Slovenia, and the United Kingdom.
Mobility opportunities were supported through several competitive funding
schemes, including Erasmust, MARE Scholarships, ISP Mobility Support Funds,
and specialized project-based grants.
The mobility cohort included both undergraduate and graduate students
from the Beirut and Byblos campuses, with female students representing
nearly three-quarters of participants. These experiences enabled students to
strengthen their academic expertise, develop intercultural competencies,
expand professional networks, and engage with diverse perspectives on
international affairs, governance, peacebuilding, and public policy.
Through these international opportunities, POLIS continues to advance its
mission of preparing globally minded graduates equipped to navigate and
lead in an increasingly interconnected world.



Exchange program
Undergraduates&  

graduates
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Erasmus +:
mounya el said- Spring 2026
Joelle Al Kaasamani- Spring 2026
Michelle eshak- Fall 2025
serge tachdjian- Spring 2026
kyle tyan- Spring 2026

Erasmus- Sea save project:
tonia assal- Fall 2025

mare scholarship:
Maria Christina Said- Fall 2025
Anhal Kozhaya- Fall 2025



Exchange program
Undergraduates&  

graduates
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Judy Virginia abou Ayache- Fall 2025
Yazan Abou El Ezz- Summer 2026
Aya Al Mawla- Summer 2026
Francesca Bouri- Fall 2025
Christian El Daccache- Fall 2025
Laya Snih- Summer 2026
Clara Tawk- Spring 2026



Experiential Learning and Summer Camps
  

Applied training, field visits, legal learning, MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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Byblos Campus MUN POLIS
Summer Camp Speakers 2026

Beirut Campus MUN POLIS
Summer Camp Speakers 2026

Applied Training 
Students completed the Public

International Law in Action
program with Legal Action

Worldwide and participated in
field visits to the Basil Fuleihan

Institute of Finance

Summer Camp 2026 
The department will feature a

distinguished lineup of speakers,
including Ambassador Frank

Mollen, MP Paula Yacoubian, MP
Michel Douaihy, and other leading

professionals

Impact The 2025 
Summer Camp welcomed 100

students across Beirut and Byblos,
fostering interest in diplomacy,

negotiation, and global decision-
making among high school leaders



Visibility and Institutional Impact 
  

National and international visibility through media, alumni, and institutional stories 
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LAU feature highlighting
student accomplishments at
international conferences

Princeton Alumni Weekly
feature: Life During Wartime 

President Joseph Aoun - POLIS
alumnus featured on the LAU

Alumni podcast 100/100

POLIS students took part in the
Y-IMPACT Project 



Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Affairs 

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Excellence. Resilience. Impact.

 LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | POLIS

Over the past two semesters, the POLIS Department has
demonstrated that its foundation is built on excellence, resilience,
and impact. The department remains committed to being a leading

center for political science and international affairs education,
advancing scholarship, student success, experiential learning, and

meaningful public engagement.
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