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FACULTY EXCELLENCE AND ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE, PUBLICATIONS, GLOBAL RECOGNITION, AND ACADEMIC IMPACT

DR. FADI HACHEM
PUBLISHED FREEDOM OF

DR. LEILA DAGHER

RECOGNIZED AMONG THE
YOP 2% OF SCIENTISTS REGIONAL TRANSFORMATIONS
WORLDWIDE AND

AND WAS APPOINTED TO THE
COUNCIL OF EXPERTS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM OR BELIEF ALLIANCE

SELECTED AS A 2026-2027
WILSON CENTER
RESEARCH FELLOW

DR. JEFFREY KARAM

PUBLISHED KNOWING
WITHOUT SEEING,
CONTRIBUTING TO

DR. LATIFA REDA
PUBLISHED SENSING
PALESTINE: GLOBAL
DECOLONIAL AESTHETICS IN

LATIN AMERICAN- CONTEMPORARY DEBATES
PALESTINIAN MUSICAL IN INTERNATIONAL
COLLABORATIONS, SECURITY AND THE
EXPANDING OCTOBER 7 STRATEGIC
INTERDISCIPLINARY SURPRISE

| SCHOLARSHIP

DR. JOSEPH EL

HELOU

PUBLISHED A BOOK
CHAPTER WITH MS. AYA
FARHAT ON STATE
GOVERNANCE, FINANCIAL
TECHNOLOGY, AND
POLITICAL ECONOMY IN
THE UAE.

DR. SONIA NAKAD

COMPLETED HER PHD AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF
TUBINGEN WITH HIGH
DISTINCTION (MAGNA CUM
LAUDE)
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Lebanese American University
Department of
Political and International Studies

FACULTY EXCELLENCE AND ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE, PUBLICATIONS, GLOBAL RECOGNITION, AND ACADEMIC IMPACT

DR RAMZI ABOU SMAIL

PUBLISHED CONCEPTUALIZING
AND MEASURING SUPPORT FOR
COLLECTIVE VIOLENCE IN
AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR

DR. JOSEPH EL HELOU

PUBLISHED INFORMALITY AS
INFRASTRUCTURE : MIGRANT AGENCY
AND THE COLLAPSE OF FORMAL
ROUTES BETWEEN SYRIA AND EUROPE
WITH DR. JASMIN LILIAN DIAB AND
DR. ABEL POLESE
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND AWARDS

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, GRADUATE ADMISSIONS, MEDIA RESEARCH, AND ALUMNI DISTINCTION

SERGE NOHRA

RECEIVED THE BEST
DELEGATE AWARD AT THE
ASIA YOUTH
INTERNATIONAL MUN
2025 IN KUALA LUMPUR

ROY ABI RAAD

WINNER OF THE HARVARD
WORLD MUN DIPLOMACY
AWARD IN LIMA; ALSO
ENGAGED IN POLICY
ACTIVITIES AT THE NASW
BOISE CAPITOL AND COP30
SIMULATIONS

i LYNN AL HADI

A AWARDED THE

— FULBRIGHT
SCHOLARSHIP TO BEGIN
¥ HER MS IN
INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AT GEORGIA
INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY

I GHASSOUB JARRAH
EARNEDAN HONORABLE
| MENTION AT THE
ISTANBUL
INTERNATIONAL MODEL
UNITED NATIONS

CHRISTELLE BARAKAT

SELECTED AS A
SCHWARZMAN
SCHOLAR FOR
£ THE 2026-2027
COHORT.

SOPHIA HADDAD

REPRESENTED
LEBANONWITH DISTINCTION
AT HARVARD WORLD MUN
IN PERU

==

CERTIFICATE
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND AWARDS

NOURA ABOU HAMZE AIDA JABER
DISTINGUISHED RECEIVED THE
, HERSELFTHROUGH OUTSTANDING
. MIGRATION POLICY | RESEARCH AWARD IN
RESEARCH, HUMAN RIGHTS SOCIAL SCIENCES AND
ADVOCACY, JOURNALISM, MANAGEMENT.

}{ AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

PIERRE ABOU JAOUDE m LAU MICHELLE ESHAK
PUBLISHED UNEVEN AND &_:S};y'-' Lﬁul T ADMITTED TO THE
COMBINED DEVELOPMENT Lebanese American University GRADUATE PROGRAM
AND THE LEBANESE STATE: AT GEORGETOWN
SECTARIAN GOVERNANCE, UNIVERSITY
POLITICAL ECONOMY, AND

FRAGMENTED

SOVEREIGNTY

Theseachievementsreflecttheglobal competitiveness andleadershipofPOLIS studentsand
alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy
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POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND AWARDS

NADIA AHMAD

AWARDED THE YOUNG
RESEARCHER
FELLOWSHIP AT AN-
NAHAR NEWSPAPER

CEDRIC KEYROUZ

ACCEPTED INTO THE
YOUNG MEDIA
RESEARCHER PROGRAM

PAIAU

L5 SR A

Lebanese American University

KARIM SALAHEDDINE

HONORED WITH THE
OUTSTANDING RESEARCH
AWARD IN THE FIELD OF
SOCIAL SCIENCES &
MANAGEMENT

JOELLE EL KAASAMANI

AWARDED THE NADINE
SAID KHALAF ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Theseachievementsreflecttheglobal competitiveness andleadershipofPOLIS studentsand
alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy
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TALKS, GUEST LECTURES, AND CONFERENCES

POLICY DIALOGUE, GUEST SPEAKERS, DIPLOMATIC EXPOSURE, AND REGIONAL ANALYSIS

POLICY DIALOGUE

WELCOMED H.E. DR. NASSIFHITTI, FORMER MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
FOR A LECTURE ON LEBANESE POLITICS AMID REGIONAL TENSIONS

NATIONAL SECURITY

STRATEGIC GUEST LECTURESWEREDELIVERED BYGENERAL ZIAD RIZKALLAH AND
MAJOR GENERAL FADI MAKHOUL

= .7 | ™ WARINIRAN & THE GREATER
2 == GREATER MIDDLE EAST

T, e Glskal, Angional, sn Myssmgl Ayt

REGIONAL ANALYSIS

DR. IMAD SALAMEY LED ANINTERNATIONALSEMINARON"THE WAR IN IRAN AND THE
GREATER MIDDLE EAST
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Department of
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TALKS, GUEST LECTURES, AND CONFERENCES

POLICY DIALOGUE, GUEST SPEAKERS,
DIPLOMATIC EXPOSURE, AND REGIONAL
ANALYSIS

DR NAYLA TABBARA
DR NAYLA TABBARA FEATURING REV. LINDA
“WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO fue MAKTABI AND SHAYKH

RABIH KOBEISSY.
“ROLE OF RELIGIOUS
LEADERS DURING THE
WAR: THE CASE OF
LEBANON"

LIVE IN AN INCLUSIVE
SOCIETY?”

DR IMAD SALAMEY DR ASSEM DANDASHLY

“RETHINKING EU DEMOCRACY
PROMOTION: LOCAL ACTORS,
REGIME SURVIVAL AND NORM
IMPLEMENTATION IN THE ARAB
MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES.”

“LEBANON'’S POLITICAL
ORDER AND THE
REGIONAL CONTEXT” AT
FREI UNIVERSITY OF

| BERLIN.

DR MICHAEL THEODOSIADIS DR HICHAM ABOU NASSIF

“U.S FOREIGN POLICY AND
THE LEBANESE CIVIL WAR
(1981-1984)”

“THE TRAGEDY OF

MIGHT:  SIMONE
“= WEILL AND
ETHICAL
LEADERSHIP IN
INTERNATIONAL
REL AT IONS.”
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Department of
Political and International Studies

TALKS, GUEST LECTURES, AND CONFERENCES

POLICY DIALOGUE, GUEST SPEAKERS, DIPLOMATIC
EXPOSURE, AND REGIONAL ANALYSIS

DR JULIEN BEAUJOUAN DR NICOLA NONES

“FROM LIBERAL PEACE TO “MILITARY BUILD
POWER UP UNDER
PEACE: RETHINKING HEGEMONIC
CONFLICT SHADOW ”

RESOLUTION IN THE 2IST
CENTURY”

Q DR ZIAD ABDEL SAMAD DR KINDA MAJARY

25 ¢ “WHAT HAPPENS IF “WHAT IS A GENDER-

\;. - EVERYONE IS A PASSIVE INCLUSIVE CITIZENSHIP ”

7 CITIZEN ?”
DR ELIE ABOU AOUN ESQ. VERENA EL AMIL
“WHY ARE HUMAN “SHOULD CITIZENS
RIGHTS | ENGAGE IN POLITICS AT
IMPORTANT FOR A YOUNG AGE?”
CITIZENS?”
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TALKS, GUEST LECTURES, AND CONFERENCES

POLICY DIALOGUE, GUEST SPEAKERS, DIPLOMATIC EXPOSURE,
AND REGIONAL ANALYSIS

DR ABBAS RAMMAL MISS LISBETH
“ENHANCING RESEARCH PILEGAARD
® METHODOLOGY WITH “DEMOCRATIZATION &
& QUANTITATIVE DATA AND THE MENA
' STATISTICAL ANALYSIS: REGION ”
| INFERENTIAL METHODS AND
TOOLS”
DR JOSEPH FARCHAKH H.E ANDREW BARNES
« “AUSTRALIA’S
HOW CAN NEWS OUTLETS DEMOCRATIC JOURNEY:
AND ANCHORS BECOME A ACHIEVEMENTS AND
VOICE FOR CITIZENS IN THE
COUNTRY?” EMERGING )
CHALLENGES

H.E FRANK MOLLEN H.E MOHAMMAD AL- ASSAAD

“DUTCH FOREIGN “N 8,84l o
RELATIONS& dgall LI 8,91”
DIPLOMACY IN A

COMPLEX REGION”
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Lebanese American University

Department of
Political and International Studies

STUDENT & INSTITUTIONAL

HIGHLIGHTS

GRADE 11 STUDENTS FROM FRERES
MARISTES CHAMPVILLE SCHOOL VISITED

LAU BYBLOS.

“COFFEE WITH POLIS” SESSIONS WERE ORGANIZED
TO FOSTER DIALOGUE AND ENGAGEMENT.

OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE MASTER’S
PROGRAM IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION,
MARKING A  SIGNIFICANT ACADEMIC
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE
INSTITUTION.

THE INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS CLUB WAS
FEATURED IN L'ORIENT-LE JOUR, HIGHLIGHTING
[TS ACTIVITIES AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT ON A
NATIONAL PLATFORM.

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY HOSTED A

CONCERT IN COLLABORATION WITH UNESCO,
PROMOTING CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND ARTISTIC

EXPRESSION.
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POLIS GRADUATING

STUDENTS

UNDERGRADUATE FALL-2025

SARA HEMADNEH
ELISSA TAOUKJIAN
REINA SINNO
JOMANA EL KHAZMI

UNDERGRADUATE SPRING-2026

JUDY VIRGINIA ABOU AYACHE
YARA ABDALLAH

LEA FARHAT

RAFI DAOU

ANGELICA SAHLI MONZER ROMY
LABBAN

RACHEL SHALHOUB

THEA MARIA SARKIS FRANCESCA
BOURI

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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Political and International Studies

POLIS GRADUATING

STUDENTS

Soiebioad | Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

UNDERGRADUATE SPRING-2026

ROY ABI RAAD

TALEEN ABDEL KHALEK YASMINA
EL AMIN

MICHELLE ESHAK
ALIZA KHAZZAKA
SOPHIA HADDAD

TIA ABDUL BAKI
YORGO BOU ASSI
MABEL KARKAR

DONA MARIA MATTA
NOUR NAJJAD
CHRISTIAN DACCACHE
ELIE SAWAYA

LENA MAKHOUL
SELENA HARFOUCH
LEYA SINNO

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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Political and International Studies

POLIS GRADUATING

STUDENTS

UNDERGRADUATE SPRING-2026

SALINA MARIA ABOU JAOUDE
FATIMA RAMADAN

MARWAN MOUKARY

PETRA ABOU KASM

ADELE BOU RAAD

GRADUATE SUMMER-2025
RITA THERESIA MAKHLOUF

GRADUATE FALL-2025
AMAL ZAIDAN

MAROUN AL IRANI
OMAR BAZ RADWAN
MOHAMMAD ABED AL RAZAK GHALAYINI

MARIA AKIKI

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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POLIS GRADUATING

STUDENTS

GRADUATE SPRING-2026

HAYTHAM AL TABESH
MARIA CHRISTINA SAAD
SUHA ABOU RIALY

REEM HAIDAR

YARA HALABI MAHMOUD
KOBROSLY MIA AZZI
SADEEL ISMAIL

SERGE HAMPARSOUMIAN
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Political and International Studies

POLIS STUDENT MOBILITY:
EXPANDING GLOBAL HORIZONS IN

2025-2026

THE 2025-2026 ACADEMIC YEAR MARKED A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE FOR STUDENT
MOBILITY WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
(POLIS AT THE LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY.

A TOTAL OF 15 UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, SUMMER SCHOOLS, AND STUDY-ABROAD
OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS EUROPE, REFLECTING POLIS'S GROWING COMMITMENT TO
GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING.

STUDENTS PURSUED ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES IN EIGHT COUNTRIES
— FRANCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM, SLOVENIA, FINLAND, AUSTRIA, ITALY, ESTONIA, AND
THE CZECH REPUBLIC-THROUGH A RANGE OF PRESTIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING
SCIENCES PO PARIS, SCIENCES PO LYON, THE UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI, THE UNIVERSITY
OF TORINO, TALLINN UNIVERSITY, EMUNI UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
SUMMER SCHOOL, AND THE UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ PEACE SUMMER SCHOOL.
FRANCE EMERGED AS THE LEADING DESTINATION, HOSTING FIVE POLIS STUDENTS,
FOLLOWED BY ITALY, SLOVENIA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.

MOBILITY OPPORTUNITIES WERE SUPPORTED THROUGH SEVERAL COMPETITIVE
FUNDING SCHEMES, INCLUDING ERASMUST, MARE SCHOLARSHIPS, ISP MOBILITY
SUPPORT FUNDS, AND SPECIALIZED PROJECT-BASED GRANTS.

THE MOBILITY COHORT INCLUDED BOTH UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS
FROM THE BEIRUT AND BYBLOS CAMPUSES, WITH FEMALE STUDENTS REPRESENTING
NEARLY THREE-QUARTERS OF PARTICIPANTS. THESE EXPERIENCES ENABLED STUDENTS
TO STRENGTHEN THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERTISE, DEVELOP INTERCULTURAL
COMPETENCIES, EXPAND PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS, AND ENGAGE WITH DIVERSE
PERSPECTIVES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE, PEACEBUILDING, AND
PUBLIC POLICY.

THROUGH THESE INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, POLIS CONTINUES TO ADVANCE ITS
MISSION OF PREPARING GLOBALLY MINDED GRADUATES EQUIPPED TO NAVIGATE AND
LEAD IN AN INCREASINGLY INTERCONNECTED WORLD.

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 16
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EXCHANGE PROGRAM

UNDERGRADUATES& GRADUATES

ERASMUS +

MOUNYA EL SAID- SPRING 2026- SLOVENIA
JOELLE AL KAASAMANI- SPRING 2026- SLOVENIA
MICHELLE ESHAK- FALL 2025- FINLAND

SERGE TACHDJIAN- SPRING 2026- ESTONIA
KYLE TYAN- SPRING 2026- FRANCE

ERASMUS- SEA SAVE PROJECT:
TONIA ASSAL- FALL 2025

MARE SCHOLARSHIP:
MARIA CHRISTINA SAID- FALL 2025- ITALY
ANHAL KOZHAYA- FALL 2025- ITALY

ISP MOBILITY SUPPORT FUND:
ANHAL KOZHAYA- SUMMER 2026- AUSTRIA

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 17
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Depar tmeti‘
Political and Inter. nal Studie

EXCHANGE PROGRAM

UNDERGRADUATES& GRADUATES

JUDY VIRGINIA ABOU AYACHE- FALL 2025- FRANCE
YAZAN ABOU EL EZZ- SUMMER 2026- UK

AYA AL MAWLA- SUMMER 2026- UK

FRANCESCA BOURI- FALL 2025- FRANCE
CHRISTIAN EL DACCACHE- FALL 2025- FRANCE
LAYA SNIH- SUMMER 2026- CZECH REPUBLIC
CLARA TAWK- SPRING 2026- FRANCE

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 18
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EXCHANGE PROGRAM
EXPERIENCES

Lndict sy | Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

Lebanese American University

“SPENDING A SEMESTER AT EMUNI UNIVERSITY IN SLOVENIA THROUGH
THE ERASMUS+ PROGRAM WAS ONE OF THE MOST REWARDING
EXPERIENCES OF MY ACADEMIC JOURNEY. AS AN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
STUDENT, STUDYING IN SUCH A DIVERSE AND INTERNATIONAL
ENVIRONMENT GAVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO ENGAGE WITH DIFFERENT
PERSPECTIVES, BUILD MEANINGFUL FRIENDSHIPS ACROSS CULTURES, AND
DEEPEN MY UNDERSTANDING OF THE GLOBAL ISSUES WE DISCUSS IN THE
CLASSROOM. BEYOND ACADEMICS, I WAS FORTUNATE TO EXPLORE
SEVERAL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING AUSTRIA, CROATIA, AND
ITALY, EXPERIENCES THAT BROUGHT MANY OF THE CONCEPTS [ STUDY TO
LIFE. | AM INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL TO MY UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENT
FOR SUPPORTING OPPORTUNITIES LIKE ERASMUS+ WHICH NOT ONLY
ENRICH STUDENTS ACADEMICALLY BUT ALSO HELP SHAPE MORE
GLOBALLY MINDED INDIVIDUALS.” -JOELLE EL KAASAMANI

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

“STUDYING ABROAD HAD ALWAYS BEEN A DREAM OF MINE, AND THANKS
TO AN ERASMUS SCHOLARSHIP, | SPENT THREE UNFORGETTABLE MONTHS
AT EMUNI IN SLOVENIA WHILE PURSUING MY MA IN INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS AT LAU. THE EXPERIENCE ALLOWED ME TO CONNECT MY
BACKGROUND IN COMMUNICATION WITH MY PASSION FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM, [ LEARNED FROM CLASSMATES FROM
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES, EXPLORED NEW CULTURES, CELEBRATED
RAMADAN AND EID AWAY FROM HOME, MADE LIFELONG FRIENDS, AND
CREATED MEMORIES | WILL ALWAYS CHERISH. FROM MEANINGFUL
CONVERSATIONS TO SUNSETS BY THE SEA, EVERY MOMENT HELPED ME
GROW BOTH ACADEMICALLY AND PERSONALLY.

THIS JOURNEY REMINDED ME THAT EDUCATION IS NOT ONLY ABOUT
WHAT WE LEARN IN CLASS, BUT ALSO ABOUT THE PEOPLE WE MEET AND
THE EXPERIENCES THAT SHAPE US. IT IS A CHAPTER OF MY LIFE [ WILL
PROUDLY TELL MY GRANDKIDS ABOUT.”- MOUNYA EL SAID

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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Department of
Political and International Studies

POLIS STUDENTS AWARDED

PRESTIGIOUS UN FELLOWSHIPS

THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (POLIS) PROUDLY
CELEBRATES THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF SIX STUDENTS WHO HAVE BEEN AWARDED
PRESTIGIOUS FELLOWSHIPS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS. SADEEL ISMAEL, LARA EL HAJ]J,
MARIA-CHRISTINA SAAD, JAD RAHME, AND JOELLE KAASAMANI WERE SELECTED IN
RECOGNITION OF THEIR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, LEADERSHIP POTENTIAL, AND
COMMITMENT TO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. THE UNITED NATIONS FELLOWSHIP
PROGRAM OFFERS STUDENTS VALUABLE PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE WITHIN A
MULTICULTURAL AND GLOBALLY ENGAGED ENVIRONMENT. THROUGH THESE
FELLOWSHIPS, PARTICIPANTS GAIN  PRACTICAL INSIGHT INTO  DIPLOMACY,
PEACEBUILDING, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
WHILE CONTRIBUTING TO INITIATIVES THAT ADDRESS PRESSING GLOBAL CHALLENGES.
THE OPPORTUNITY ALSO ALLOWS STUDENTS TO CONNECT THEIR ACADEMIC STUDIES
WITH REAL-WORLD POLICY AND INSTITUTIONAL PRACTICE.

THIS ACCOMPLISHMENT REFLECTS POLIS'S ONGOING COMMITMENT TO PREPARING
FUTURE LEADERS THROUGH RIGOROUS ACADEMIC TRAINING, EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING,
AND ENGAGEMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. BY COMBINING SCHOLARLY
STUDY WITH HANDS-ON OPPORTUNITIES, THE DEPARTMENT EQUIPS STUDENTS WITH
THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS NEEDED FOR IMPACTFUL CAREERS IN DIPLOMACY, PUBLIC
POLICY, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE.

THE POLIS COMMUNITY WARMLY CONGRATULATES SADEEL ISMAEL, LARA EL HAJJ,
MARIA-CHRISTINA SAAD, YARA HALABI, JAD RAHME, AND JOELLE KAASAMANI ON THIS
WELL-DESERVED RECOGNITION. THEIR SELECTION HIGHLIGHTS BOTH THEIR INDIVIDUAL
DEDICATION AND THE DEPARTMENTS MISSION TO EMPOWER STUDENTS TO
CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. WE WISH THEM
CONTINUED SUCCESS AS THEY EMBARK ON THIS EXCITING NEW CHAPTER WITH THE
UNITED NATIONS.

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 2]
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EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND SUMMER CAMPS

APPLIED TRAINING, FIELD VISITS, LEGAL LEARNING,MUN SUMMER CAMPS, AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP

A T2
t”{‘\\ o | I’;:‘\‘ PEMLAU | schoolot
? I.:’kiU ii??i'ni'g..m.s - fr“‘_‘:““%‘lﬂ‘f" i
- MEET OUR - MEET OUR
DISTINGUISHED DISTINGUISHED

SPEAKERS

BYBLOS CAMPUS

MUN POLIS SUMMER CAMP

SPEAKERS

BEIRUT CAMPUS
MUN POLIS SUMMER CAMP

K

q
c?} Mahasen Rahhal

B Tomdy |

RA
=
] SrOWERING FUTURE LEADERS.
SHAPING A BETTER WORLD -

BEIRUT CAMPUS MUN POLIS BYBLOS CAMPUS MUN POLIS
SUMMER CAMP SPEAKERS 2026 SUMMER CAMP SPEAKERS 2026

“ APPLIED TRAINING 1 : SUMMER CAMP2026 | | "IMPACTTHE 2025 ~
THEDEPARTMENTWILL FEATUREA

|
! ! SUMMER CAMP WELCOMED 100
| DISTINGUISHED LINEUP OF SPEAKERS,

|

|

STUDENTSCOMPLETED THEPUBLIC
INTERNATIONAL LAW IN ACTION
PROGRAM WITH LEGAL ACTION
WORLDWIDE AND PARTICIPATED IN
FIELD VISITS TO THE BASIL FULEIHAN

INSTITUTE OF FINANCE

I
I
I
INCLUDING AMBASSADOR FRANK !
MOLLEN, MP PAULA YACOUBIAN, MP !

! MICHEL DOUAIHY, AND OTHER LEADING'
: PROFESSIONALS :
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EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND SUMMER CAMPS

APPLIED TRAINING, FIELD VISITS, LEGAL LEARNING,MUN SUMMER CAMPS, AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP

POLIS MUN DIPLOMACY SUMMER CAMP 2026: INSPIRING THE NEXT

GENERATION OF GLOBAL LEADERS

FOR FIVE DYNAMIC DAYS, THE POLIS MUN DIPLOMACY SUMMER CAMP BROUGHT TOGETHER
AMBITIOUS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ACROSS THE BEIRUT AND BYBLOS CAMPUSES FOR AN
IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE IN DIPLOMACY, LEADERSHIP, AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS. COMBINING
INTENSIVE MODEL UNITED NATIONS (MUN) TRAINING WITH CONVERSATIONS LED BY
DISTINGUISHED DIPLOMATS, POLICYMAKERS, AND EXPERTS, THE CAMP EMPOWERED
PARTICIPANTS TO DEVELOP THE SKILLS NEEDED TO NAVIGATE TODAY'S COMPLEX
INTERNATIONAL LANDSCAPE.

THE JOURNEY BEGAN WITH COMPREHENSIVE MUN TRAINING SESSIONS LED BY THE OLE
TRAINERS AT BOTH CAMPUSES. STUDENTS WERE INTRODUCED TO THE FOUNDATIONS OF
MODEL UNITED NATIONS, LEARNING THE PRINCIPLES OF DIPLOMACY, NEGOTIATION, PUBLIC
SPEAKING, AND RESOLUTION WRITING IN PREPARATION FOR THE CONFERENCE. ON THE FIRST
DAY, STUDENTS AT THE BEIRUT CAMPUS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ENGAGE WITH MS.
MAHASEN RAHAL, SENIOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS OFFICER AT THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL
COORDINATOR'S OFFICE FOR LEBANON (UNSCOL), WHO SHARED VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO
THE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS, MULTILATERAL COOPERATION, AND THE IMPORTANCE
OF DIPLOMACY IN ADDRESSING REGIONAL AND GLOBAL CHALLENGES. MEANWHILE,
PARTICIPANTS AT THE BYBLOS CAMPUS WELCOMED MS. NADA KOUSSA, WHO INSPIRED
STUDENTS THROUGH HER REFLECTIONS ON LEADERSHIP, CONFIDENCE, AND REPRESENTING
LEBANON ON INTERNATIONAL PLATFORMS.

BUILDING ON THEIR NEWLY ACQUIRED SKILLS, STUDENTS CONTINUED THEIR MUN TRAINING
ON THE SECOND DAY WHILE LEARNING FROM DISTINGUISHED INTERNATIONAL GUESTS. AT
THE BEIRUT CAMPUS, HIS EXCELLENCY MR. FRANK MOLLEN, AMBASSADOR OF THE KINGDOM
OF THE NETHERLANDS TO LEBANON, OFFERED STUDENTS VALUABLE PERSPECTIVES ON
DIPLOMACY, INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, AND THE EVOLVING ROLE OF AMBASSADORS IN
FOSTERING DIALOGUE AND STRENGTHENING BILATERAL RELATIONS. MEANWHILE, STUDENTS
AT THE BYBLOS CAMPUS WELCOMED HIS EXCELLENCY MR. TOM WILSON, AUSTRALIAN
AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON, FOR AN INSIGHTFUL DISCUSSION ON DIPLOMACY,
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND THE ROLE OF AMBASSADORS IN STRENGTHENING GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIPS.
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THE THIRD DAY FURTHER DEEPENED STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF GLOBAL AFFAIRS.
ALONGSIDE ADVANCED MUN TRAINING, BEIRUT PARTICIPANTS ATTENDED ENGAGING
SESSIONS WITH DR. NAYLA TABBARA AND HIS EXCELLENCY JOHAN ARIEF JAAFAR, ACTING
AMBASSADOR OF MALAYSIA TO LEBANON, WHOSE DISCUSSIONS HIGHLIGHTED INTERCULTURAL
DIALOGUE, PEACEBUILDING, AND DIPLOMATIC COOPERATION. AT THE BYBLOS CAMPUS,
ACCLAIMED LEBANESE AUTHOR AND MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT MICHEL DOUAIHY
ENCOURAGED STUDENTS TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT PUBLIC SERVICE, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT,
AND THE POWER OF INFORMED LEADERSHIP.

ON THE FOURTH DAY, STUDENTS CONTINUED REFINING THEIR NEGOTIATION AND DEBATING
SKILLS THROUGH INTENSIVE MUN SIMULATIONS BEFORE HEARING FROM ANOTHER
EXCEPTIONAL LINEUP OF SPEAKERS. BEIRUT PARTICIPANTS MET MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT PAULA
YACOUBIAN, WHO SHARED HER EXPERIENCES IN PUBLIC SERVICE, ADVOCACY, AND CIVIC
RESPONSIBILITY, WHILE STUDENTS IN BYBLOS ENGAGED WITH DR. SONIA NAKAD, WHOSE
SESSION EMPHASIZED LEADERSHIP, COMMUNICATION, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF INFORMED
DECISION-MAKING.

THE CAMP CULMINATED IN AN EXCITING MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE, WHERE
STUDENTS STEPPED INTO THE ROLE OF DIPLOMATS, REPRESENTING COUNTRIES, DEBATING
PRESSING INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, NEGOTIATING RESOLUTIONS, AND APPLYING EVERYTHING
THEY HAD LEARNED THROUGHOUT THE WEEK. THE CONFERENCE SHOWCASED NOT ONLY THEIR
GROWTH IN PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DIPLOMACY BUT ALSO THEIR ABILITY TO COLLABORATE,
THINK CRITICALLY, AND ADDRESS GLOBAL CHALLENGES WITH CONFIDENCE AND
PROFESSIONALISM.

THE POLIS MUN DIPLOMACY SUMMER CAMP 2026 WAS MORE THAN A SUMMER PROGRAM; IT
WAS A TRANSFORMATIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE THAT CONNECTED ASPIRING YOUNG LEADERS
WITH ACCOMPLISHED DIPLOMATS, POLICYMAKERS, AND EXPERTS WHILE EQUIPPING THEM WITH
PRACTICAL SKILLS IN DIPLOMACY, NEGOTIATION, AND LEADERSHIP. AS STUDENTS CONCLUDED
THE WEEK WITH RENEWED CONFIDENCE AND A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, THEY LEFT PREPARED TO BECOME THOUGHTFUL GLOBAL CITIZENS
AND FUTURE CHANGEMAKERS.

24

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES



. LAU School of

Lndict sy | Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

Lebanese American Ur*.n.lgrsi!:g.I
Department of
Political and International Studies

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND SUMMER CAMPS

APPLIED TRAINING, FIELD VISITS, LEGAL LEARNING,MUN SUMMER CAMPS, AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

25



nLAU School of ,
o e st | Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

Department of
Political and International Studies

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND SUMMER CAMPS

APPLIED TRAINING, FIELD VISITS, LEGAL LEARNING,MUN SUMMER CAMPS, AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 26



LA School of

Department of
Political and International Studies

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND SUMMER CAMPS

APPLIED TRAINING, FIELD VISITS, LEGAL LEARNING,MUN SUMMER CAMPS, AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Sodicaaioicy | Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

27



— LAU School of :
S e ety | Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

Department of
Political and International Studies

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND SUMMER CAMPS

APPLIED TRAINING, FIELD VISITS, LEGAL LEARNING,MUN SUMMER CAMPS, AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP

fe BB

L Bt
e
S| -

|
|

l

LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 28



nLAU School of :
S e ety | Arts and Sciences POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

Department of
Political and International Studies

CELEBRATION WITH AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR

AS A CELEBRATION OF ABORIGINAL HERITAGE AND CULTURE WEEK, THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
IN BEIRUT RECENTLY HOSTED A SPECIAL COMMUNITY SCREENING OF THE ACCLAIMED SHORT
FILM GREEN BUSH. HOSTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR, THE EVENT SERVED AS A UNIQUE
CULTURAL BRIDGE, BRINGING TOGETHER LOCAL STUDENTS, COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS, AND
PROMINENT INSTITUTIONAL FIGURES. THE GATHERING DREW A HIGHLY ENGAGED AUDIENCE,
FEATURING REPRESENTATIVES FROM UNESCO ALONGSIDE THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE POLITICAL
AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT AT THE LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY (LAU),
REFLECTING THE EVENT'S SIGNIFICANCE ACROSS BOTH DIPLOMATIC AND ACADEMIC CIRCLES.
DIRECTED BY WARWICK THORNTON, GREEN BUSH CENTERS ON AN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY
RADIO D] WORKING A NIGHT SHIFT, BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATING HOW A SIMPLE BROADCAST
STATION CAN ACT AS A SANCTUARY, A LIFELINE, AND AN ANCHOR FOR THE COMMUNITY IT
SERVES. BEYOND SIMPLY SHOWCASING AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS ART, THE FILM PROVIDED A
POWERFUL SPRINGBOARD FOR A DEEPER DISCOURSE ON THE UNIVERSAL THEMES OF
GRASSROOTS LEADERSHIP, SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESILIENCE. IT HIGHLIGHTED HOW
LOCALIZED, COMMUNITY-LED PLATFORMS ARE VITAL FOR MARGINALIZED GROUPS TO PROTECT
THEIR HERITAGE AND ASSERT THEIR COLLECTIVE VOICE.

THE SCREENING NATURALLY TRANSITIONED INTO AN OPEN, THOUGHT-PROVOKING DIALOGUE
BETWEEN THE AMBASSADOR, THE DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, AND THE STUDENT ATTENDEES. THE
CONVERSATION EXPLORED THE PROFOUND PARALLELS BETWEEN THE EXPERIENCES OF
INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS AND BROADER, GLOBAL EFFORTS TO FOSTER SOCIAL COHESION AND
CIVIC EMPOWERMENT.

BY FRAMING ABORIGINAL CULTURE NOT JUST AS A HISTORICAL SUBJECT, BUT AS AN ACTIVE,
LIVING BLUEPRINT FOR COMMUNITY SOLIDARITY, THE EVENING SUCCESSFULLY TURNED A FILM
SCREENING INTO A MEANINGFUL REFLECTION ON SHARED HUMANITY, CONFLICT RESOLUTION,
AND THE ENDURING POWER OF STORYTELLING.
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VISIBILITY AND INSTITUTIONAL IMPACT

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL VISIBILITY THROUGH MEDIA, ALUMNI, AND INSTITUTIONAL STORIES
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EXCELLENCE. RESILIENCE. IMPACT.
LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | POLIS

Over the past two semesters, the POLIS Department has
demonstrated that its foundation is built on excellence, resilience,
and impact. The department remains committed to being a leading

center for political science and international affairs education,

advancing scholarship, student success, experiential learning, and
meaningful public engagement.
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	ACTIVITIES, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND HIGHLIGHTS: PAST TWO SEMESTERS
	POLIS Department Showcase  A Year of Excellence, Resilience, and Impact
	Department of Political Science and International Studies Faculty Excellence | Student Success | Global Engagement | Public Impact
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE

	Faculty Excellence and Academic Contributions
	Research excellence, publications, global recognition, and academic impact
	Dr. Leila Dagher
	Recognized among the top 2% of scientists worldwide and selected as a 2026-2027 Wilson Center Research Fellow

	Dr. Fadi Hachem
	Published Freedom of Religion or Belief in Regional Transformations and was appointed to the Council of Experts of the International Religious Freedom or Belief Alliance

	Dr. Latifa Reda
	Published Sensing Palestine: Global Decolonial Aesthetics in Latin American-Palestinian Musical Collaborations, expanding interdisciplinary scholarship

	Dr. Jeffrey Karam
	Published Knowing Without Seeing, contributing to contemporary debates in international security and the October 7 strategic surprise

	Dr. Sonia Nakad
	Completed her Phd at the University of Tübingen with high distinction (Magna Cum Laude)

	Dr. Joseph El Helou
	Published a book chapter with Ms. Aya Farhat on state governance, financial technology, and political economy in the UAE.
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	Faculty Excellence and Academic Contributions
	Research excellence, publications, global recognition, and academic impact
	Dr Ramzi Abou Smail
	Published conceptualizing and measuring support for collective violence in aggressive behavior

	Dr. Joseph El Helou
	Published  Informality as Infrastructure : Migrant Agency and the Collapse of Formal Routes between Syria and Europe with Dr. Jasmin Lilian Diab and Dr. Abel Polese
	Your paragraph text
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE



	Student Achievements and Awards
	Awards, fellowships, graduate admissions, media research, and alumni distinction
	Roy Abi Raad
	Winner of the Harvard World MUN Diplomacy Award in Lima; also engaged in policy activities at the NASW Boise Capitol and COP30 simulations

	Serge Nohra
	Received the Best Delegate Award at the Asia Youth International MUN 2025 in Kuala Lumpur

	Ghassoub Jarrah
	Earnedan Honorable Mention at the Istanbul International Model United Nations
	Awarded The Fulbright Scholarship to begin her MS in International Security at Georgia Institute of Technology

	Lynn Al Hadi
	Sophia Haddad
	Represented Lebanonwith distinction at Harvard World MUN in Peru

	Christelle Barakat
	Selected as a Schwarzman Scholar for the 2026-2027 cohort.
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	Student Achievements and Awards
	Noura Abou Hamze
	Distinguished herselfthrough migration policy research, human rights advocacy, journalism, and community engagement
	Received the Outstanding Research Award in Social Sciences and Management.

	Aida Jaber
	Pierre Abou Jaoude
	Published Uneven and combined development and the Lebanese State: sectarian governance, political economy, and fragmented sovereignty

	Michelle Eshak
	Admitted to the graduate program at Georgetown University
	A strong culture of student excellence  Theseachievementsreflecttheglobal competitiveness andleadershipofPOLIS studentsand alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	Student Achievements and Awards
	Nadia Ahmad
	awarded the young researcher fellowship at an- naHar newspaper

	Cedric Keyrouz
	accepted into the young media researcher program

	Karim Salaheddine
	honored with the outstanding research award in the field of Social Sciences & Management

	Joelle El Kaasamani
	awarded the Nadine Said Khalaf endowed scholarship fund
	A strong culture of student excellence  Theseachievementsreflecttheglobal competitiveness andleadershipofPOLIS studentsand alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
	Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis
	Policy Dialogue  Welcomed H.E. Dr. NassifHitti, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, for a lecture on Lebanese politics amid regional tensions
	National Security
	Strategic guest lecturesweredelivered byGeneral Ziad Rizkallah and
	Major General Fadi Makhoul
	Regional Analysis  Dr. Imad Salamey led aninternationalseminaron"The War in Iran and the Greater Middle East
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
	Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis
	Dr Nayla Tabbara
	“What does it mean to live in an inclusive society?”
	Dr Nayla Tabbara featuring Rev. Linda Maktabi and Shaykh Rabih Kobeissy.  “Role of Religious Leaders during the War: The Case of Lebanon”

	Dr Imad Salamey
	“Lebanon’s political order and the regional context” at Frei University of Berlin.

	Dr Assem Dandashly
	“Rethinking EU Democracy Promotion: Local Actors, Regime Survival and Norm Implementation in the Arab Mediterranean Countries.”
	Dr Michael theodosiadis
	“The Tragedy of Might: Simone Weil and Ethical Leadership in International Rel at ions.”

	dr hicham abou nassif
	“U.S Foreign Policy and the Lebanese Civil War (1981-1984)”
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
	Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis
	Dr Julien Beaujouan
	“From Liberal Peace to Power Peace: Rethinking Conflict Resolution in the 21st Century”

	Dr Nicola Nones
	“Military Build up under Hegemonic Shadow ”

	Dr Ziad Abdel Samad
	“What happens if everyone is a passive Citizen ?”

	Dr Kinda Majary
	“what is a gender-inclusive Citizenship ”

	Dr Elie Abou Aoun
	“why are human rights important for citizens?”

	Esq. Verena El Amil
	“Should citizens engage in politics at a young age?”
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	Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
	Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis
	Dr Abbas Rammal
	“Enhancing Research Methodology with Quantitative Data and Statistical Analysis: Inferential Methods and Tools”

	Miss lisbeth pilegaard
	“Democratization & the MENA region ”

	H.E Andrew Barnes
	Dr Joseph Farchakh
	“Australia’s Democratic Journey: Achievements and Emerging Challenges”
	“How can news outlets and anchors become a voice for citizens in the country?”

	H.E Frank Mollen
	“Dutch Foreign Relations& Diplomacy in a Complex Region”
	H.E Mohammad Al- Assaad
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	Student & institutional Highlights
	Grade 11 students from frères maristes champville school visited LAU Byblos.
	“Coffee with Polis” sessions were organized to foster dialogue and engagement.
	Official launch of the MAster’s program in conflict resolution, marking a significant academic development within the institution.
	The International Affairs Club was featured in L’Orient-Le Jour, highlighting its activities and student engagement on a national platform.
	Lebanese American University hosted a concert in collaboration with UNESCO, promoting cultural exchange and artistic expression.
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	Polis Graduating Students
	Undergraduate Fall-2025
	Sara Hemadneh Elissa Taoukjian Reina Sinno Jomana El Khazmi
	Judy Virginia Abou Ayache Yara Abdallah  Lea Farhat  Rafi Daou  Angelica Sahli Monzer Romy Labban  Rachel Shalhoub  Thea Maria Sarkis Francesca Bouri

	Undergraduate Spring-2026
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	Polis Graduating Students
	Undergraduate Spring-2026
	Roy Abi Raad Taleen Abdel Khalek Yasmina El Amin  Michelle Eshak  Aliza Khazzaka Sophia Haddad  Tia Abdul Baki  Yorgo Bou Assi  Mabel Karkar  Dona Maria Matta  Nour Najjad  Christian Daccache  Elie Sawaya  Lena Makhoul  Selena Harfouch  Leya Sinno
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	Polis Graduating Students
	Undergraduate Spring-2026
	Salina Maria Abou Jaoude Fatima Ramadan  Marwan Moukary  Petra Abou Kasm  Adele Bou Raad

	Graduate Summer-2025
	Rita Theresia Makhlouf
	Amal Zaidan  Maroun Al Irani  Omar Baz Radwan  Mohammad Abed Al Razak Ghalayini Maria Akiki

	Graduate Fall-2025
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	Polis Graduating Students
	Graduate Spring-2026
	Haytham Al Tabesh Maria Christina Saad Suha Abou Rialy  Reem Haidar  Yara Halabi Mahmoud Kobrosly Mia Azzi  Sadeel Ismail  Serge Hamparsoumian
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	POLIS STUDENT MOBILITY: EXPANDING GLOBAL HORIZONS IN 2025-2026
	THE 2025-2026 ACADEMIC YEAR MARKED A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE FOR STUDENT MOBILITY WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (POLIS AT THE LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY.
	A TOTAL OF 15 UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, SUMMER SCHOOLS, AND STUDY-ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS EUROPE, REFLECTING POLIS'S GROWING COMMITMENT TO GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING.
	STUDENTS PURSUED ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES IN EIGHT COUNTRIES— FRANCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM, SLOVENIA, FINLAND, AUSTRIA, ITALY, ESTONIA, AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC-THROUGH A RANGE OF PRESTIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING SCIENCES PO PARIS, SCIENCES PO LYON, THE UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI, THE UNIVERSITY OF TORINO, TALLINN UNIVERSITY, EMUNI UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY SUMMER SCHOOL, AND THE UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ PEACE SUMMER SCHOOL.
	FRANCE EMERGED AS THE LEADING DESTINATION, HOSTING FIVE POLIS STUDENTS, FOLLOWED BY ITALY, SLOVENIA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.
	MOBILITY OPPORTUNITIES WERE SUPPORTED THROUGH SEVERAL COMPETITIVE FUNDING SCHEMES, INCLUDING ERASMUST, MARE SCHOLARSHIPS, ISP MOBILITY SUPPORT FUNDS, AND SPECIALIZED PROJECT-BASED GRANTS.
	THE MOBILITY COHORT INCLUDED BOTH UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS FROM THE BEIRUT AND BYBLOS CAMPUSES, WITH FEMALE STUDENTS REPRESENTING NEARLY THREE-QUARTERS OF PARTICIPANTS. THESE EXPERIENCES ENABLED STUDENTS TO STRENGTHEN THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERTISE, DEVELOP INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCIES, EXPAND PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS, AND ENGAGE WITH DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE, PEACEBUILDING, AND PUBLIC POLICY.
	THROUGH THESE INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, POLIS CONTINUES TO ADVANCE ITS MISSION OF PREPARING GLOBALLY MINDED GRADUATES EQUIPPED TO NAVIGATE AND LEAD IN AN INCREASINGLY INTERCONNECTED WORLD.
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	Exchange program undergraduates& graduates
	ERASMUS +: MOUNYA EL SAID- SPRING 2026- Slovenia JOELLE AL KAASAMANI- SPRING 2026- Slovenia MICHELLE ESHAK- FALL 2025- Finland SERGE TACHDJIAN- SPRING 2026- Estonia KYLE TYAN- SPRING 2026- France
	ERASMUS- SEA SAVE PROJECT: TONIA ASSAL- FALL 2025
	MARE SCHOLARSHIP: MARIA CHRISTINA SAID- FALL 2025- Italy ANHAL KOZHAYA- FALL 2025- Italy
	ISP Mobility Support Fund:  Anhal Kozhaya- Summer 2026- Austria
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	Exchange program undergraduates& graduates
	JUDY VIRGINIA ABOU AYACHE- FALL 2025- France YAZAN ABOU EL EZZ- SUMMER 2026- UK AYA AL MAWLA- SUMMER 2026- UK FRANCESCA BOURI- FALL 2025- France CHRISTIAN EL DACCACHE- FALL 2025- France LAYA SNIH- SUMMER 2026- Czech Republic  CLARA TAWK- SPRING 2026- France
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	Exchange program Experiences
	“Spending a semester at EMUNI University in Slovenia through the Erasmus+ program was one of the most rewarding experiences of my academic journey. As an International Affairs student, studying in such a diverse and international environment gave me the opportunity to engage with different perspectives, build meaningful friendships across cultures, and deepen my understanding of the global issues we discuss in the classroom. Beyond academics, I was fortunate to explore several European countries, including Austria, Croatia, and Italy, experiences that brought many of the concepts I study to life. I am incredibly grateful to my university and department for supporting opportunities like Erasmus+, which not only enrich students academically but also help shape more globally minded individuals.” -Joelle El Kaasamani
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	Exchange program Experiences
	“Studying abroad had always been a dream of mine, and thanks to an Erasmus scholarship, I spent three unforgettable months at EMUNI in Slovenia while pursuing my MA in International Affairs at LAU. The experience allowed me to connect my background in Communication with my passion for human rights and international affairs.
	Beyond the classroom, I learned from classmates from different countries, explored new cultures, celebrated Ramadan and Eid away from home, made lifelong friends, and created memories I will always cherish. From meaningful conversations to sunsets by the sea, every moment helped me grow both academically and personally.
	This journey reminded me that education is not only about what we learn in class, but also about the people we meet and the experiences that shape us. It is a chapter of my life I will proudly tell my grandkids about.”- Mounya El Said
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	POLIS Students Awarded Prestigious UN Fellowships
	The Department of Political and International Studies (POLIS) proudly celebrates the accomplishments of six students who have been awarded prestigious fellowships with the United Nations. Sadeel Ismael, Lara El Hajj, Maria-Christina Saad, Jad Rahme, and Joelle Kaasamani were selected in recognition of their academic excellence, leadership potential, and commitment to international affairs. The United Nations fellowship program offers students valuable professional experience within a multicultural and globally engaged environment. Through these fellowships, participants gain practical insight into diplomacy, peacebuilding, sustainable development, and international cooperation while contributing to initiatives that address pressing global challenges. The opportunity also allows students to connect their academic studies with real-world policy and institutional practice.
	This accomplishment reflects POLIS's ongoing commitment to preparing future leaders through rigorous academic training, experiential learning, and engagement with international institutions. By combining scholarly study with hands-on opportunities, the department equips students with the knowledge and skills needed for impactful careers in diplomacy, public policy, international organizations, and global governance.
	The POLIS community warmly congratulates Sadeel Ismael, Lara El Hajj, Maria-Christina Saad, Yara Halabi, Jad Rahme, and Joelle Kaasamani on this well-deserved recognition. Their selection highlights both their individual dedication and the department's mission to empower students to contribute meaningfully to the international community. We wish them continued success as they embark on this exciting new chapter with the United Nations.
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE
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	Experiential Learning and Summer Camps
	Beirut Campus MUN POLIS Summer Camp Speakers 2026
	Byblos Campus MUN POLIS Summer Camp Speakers 2026
	Applied Training  Studentscompleted thePublic International Law in Action program with Legal Action Worldwide and participated in field visits to the Basil Fuleihan Institute of Finance
	Summer Camp 2026  Thedepartmentwill featurea distinguished lineup of speakers, including Ambassador Frank Mollen, MP Paula Yacoubian, MP Michel Douaihy, and other leading professionals

	Impact The 2025
	Summer Camp welcomed 100 students across Beirut and Byblos, fostering interest in diplomacy, negotiation, and global decision- making among high school leaders
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	Experiential Learning and Summer Camps
	POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp 2026: Inspiring the Next Generation of Global Leaders
	For five dynamic days, the POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp brought together ambitious high school students across the Beirut and Byblos campuses for an immersive experience in diplomacy, leadership, and global affairs. Combining intensive Model United Nations (MUN) training with conversations led by distinguished diplomats, policymakers, and experts, the camp empowered participants to develop the skills needed to navigate today's complex international landscape.
	The journey began with comprehensive MUN training sessions led by the OLE trainers at both campuses. Students were introduced to the foundations of Model United Nations, learning the principles of diplomacy, negotiation, public speaking, and resolution writing in preparation for the conference. On the first day, students at the Beirut campus had the opportunity to engage with Ms. Mahasen Rahal, Senior Political Affairs Officer at the United Nations Special Coordinator's Office for Lebanon (UNSCOL), who shared valuable insights into the work of the United Nations, multilateral cooperation, and the importance of diplomacy in addressing regional and global challenges. Meanwhile, participants at the Byblos campus welcomed Ms. Nada Koussa, who inspired students through her reflections on leadership, confidence, and representing Lebanon on international platforms.
	Building on their newly acquired skills, students continued their MUN training on the second day while learning from distinguished international guests. At the Beirut campus, His Excellency Mr. Frank Mollen, Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Lebanon, offered students valuable perspectives on diplomacy, international cooperation, and the evolving role of ambassadors in fostering dialogue and strengthening bilateral relations. Meanwhile, students at the Byblos campus welcomed His Excellency Mr. Tom Wilson, Australian Ambassador to Lebanon, for an insightful discussion on diplomacy, international relations, and the role of ambassadors in strengthening global partnerships.
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	Experiential Learning and Summer Camps
	The third day further deepened students' understanding of global affairs. Alongside advanced MUN training, Beirut participants attended engaging sessions with Dr. Nayla Tabbara and His Excellency Johan Arief Jaafar, Acting Ambassador of Malaysia to Lebanon, whose discussions highlighted intercultural dialogue, peacebuilding, and diplomatic cooperation. At the Byblos campus, acclaimed Lebanese author and Member of Parliament Michel Douaihy encouraged students to think critically about public service, civic engagement, and the power of informed leadership.
	On the fourth day, students continued refining their negotiation and debating skills through intensive MUN simulations before hearing from another exceptional lineup of speakers. Beirut participants met Member of Parliament Paula Yacoubian, who shared her experiences in public service, advocacy, and civic responsibility, while students in Byblos engaged with Dr. Sonia Nakad, whose session emphasized leadership, communication, and the importance of informed decision-making.
	The camp culminated in an exciting Model United Nations Conference, where students stepped into the role of diplomats, representing countries, debating pressing international issues, negotiating resolutions, and applying everything they had learned throughout the week. The conference showcased not only their growth in public speaking and diplomacy but also their ability to collaborate, think critically, and address global challenges with confidence and professionalism.
	The POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp 2026 was more than a summer program; it was a transformative learning experience that connected aspiring young leaders with accomplished diplomats, policymakers, and experts while equipping them with practical skills in diplomacy, negotiation, and leadership. As students concluded the week with renewed confidence and a broader understanding of international affairs, they left prepared to become thoughtful global citizens and future changemakers.
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	Celebration with Australian ambassador
	As a celebration of Aboriginal Heritage and Culture Week, the Australian Embassy in Beirut recently hosted a special community screening of the acclaimed short film Green Bush. Hosted by the Australian Ambassador, the event served as a unique cultural bridge, bringing together local students, community organizers, and prominent institutional figures. The gathering drew a highly engaged audience, featuring representatives from UNESCO alongside the Chairperson of the Political and International Studies Department at the Lebanese American University (LAU), reflecting the event's significance across both diplomatic and academic circles.
	Directed by Warwick Thornton, Green Bush centers on an Indigenous community radio DJ working a night shift, beautifully illustrating how a simple broadcast station can act as a sanctuary, a lifeline, and an anchor for the community it serves. Beyond simply showcasing Australian Indigenous art, the film provided a powerful springboard for a deeper discourse on the universal themes of grassroots leadership, social responsibility, and resilience. It highlighted how localized, community-led platforms are vital for marginalized groups to protect their heritage and assert their collective voice.
	The screening naturally transitioned into an open, thought-provoking dialogue between the Ambassador, the distinguished guests, and the student attendees. The conversation explored the profound parallels between the experiences of Indigenous Australians and broader, global efforts to foster social cohesion and civic empowerment.
	By framing Aboriginal culture not just as a historical subject, but as an active, living blueprint for community solidarity, the evening successfully turned a film screening into a meaningful reflection on shared humanity, conflict resolution, and the enduring power of storytelling.
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	Visibility and Institutional Impact
	National and international visibility through media, alumni, and institutional stories
	President Joseph Aoun - POLIS alumnus featured on the LAU Alumni podcast 100/100
	Princeton Alumni Weekly feature: Life During Wartime
	LAU feature highlighting student accomplishments at international conferences
	POLIS students took part in the Y-IMPACT Project
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	Excellence. Resilience. Impact.  LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | POLIS
	Over the past two semesters, the POLIS Department has demonstrated that its foundation is built on excellence, resilience, and impact. The department remains committed to being a leading center for political science and international affairs education, advancing scholarship, student success, experiential learning, and meaningful public engagement.


