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Faculty Excellence and Academic Contributions

 Research excellence, publications, global recognition, and academic impact
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Recognized among the
top 2% of scientists
worldwide and
selected as a 2026-2027
Wilson Center
Research Fellow

Completed her Phd at
the University of
Tübingen with high
distinction (Magna Cum
Laude)

Published Sensing
Palestine: Global
Decolonial Aesthetics in
Latin American-
Palestinian Musical
Collaborations,
expanding
interdisciplinary
scholarship

Published Knowing
Without Seeing,
contributing to
contemporary debates
in international
security and the
October 7 strategic
surprise

Published Freedom of
Religion or Belief in
Regional Transformations
and was appointed to the
Council of Experts of the
International Religious
Freedom or Belief Alliance

Published a book
chapter with Ms. Aya
Farhat on state
governance, financial
technology, and
political economy in
the UAE.

Dr. Latifa Reda 

Dr. Sonia Nakad 
Dr. Joseph El
Helou 

Dr. Fadi Hachem 

Dr. Jeffrey Karam 

Dr. Leila Dagher

2



Faculty Excellence and Academic Contributions

 Research excellence, publications, global recognition, and academic impact
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Published conceptualizing
and measuring support for
collective violence in
aggressive behavior 

Dr Ramzi Abou Smail 

Dr. Joseph El Helou 

Your paragraph textPublished  Informality as
Infrastructure : Migrant Agency
and the Collapse of Formal
Routes between Syria and Europe
with Dr. Jasmin Lilian Diab and
Dr. Abel Polese 
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Student Achievements and Awards 

Awards, fellowships, graduate admissions, media research, and alumni distinction 

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Studies 

 
Winner of the Harvard
World MUN Diplomacy
Award in Lima; also
engaged in policy
activities at the NASW
Boise Capitol and COP30
simulations

Represented
Lebanonwith distinction
at Harvard World MUN
in Peru

 
Earnedan Honorable
Mention at the
Istanbul
International Model
United Nations

Selected as a
Schwarzman
Scholar for
the 2026-2027
cohort.

Received the Best
Delegate Award at the
Asia Youth
International MUN
2025 in Kuala Lumpur

Awarded The
Fulbright
Scholarship to begin
her MS in
International
Security at Georgia
Institute of
Technology

Roy Abi Raad Serge Nohra

Ghassoub Jarrah Lynn Al Hadi

Sophia Haddad Christelle Barakat 
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Student Achievements and Awards 
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Admitted to the
graduate program
at Georgetown
University

Noura Abou Hamze

 

Received the
Outstanding
Research Award in
Social Sciences and
Management.

Distinguished
herselfthrough
migration policy
research, human rights
advocacy, journalism,
and community
engagement

A strong culture of student excellence 
Theseachievementsreflecttheglobal competitiveness andleadershipofPOLIS studentsand

alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy

Aida Jaber 

Michelle Eshak Pierre Abou Jaoude
Published Uneven and
combined development
and the Lebanese State:
sectarian governance,
political economy, and
fragmented
sovereignty
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Student Achievements and Awards 

 accepted into the
young media
researcher program 
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awarded the Nadine
Said Khalaf endowed
scholarship fund

awarded the young
researcher
fellowship at an-
naHar newspaper

A strong culture of student excellence 
Theseachievementsreflecttheglobal competitiveness andleadershipofPOLIS studentsand

alumni across diplomacy, research, graduate study, fellowships, media, and advocacy

honored with the
outstanding research
award in the field of
Social Sciences &
Management 

Cedric Keyrouz Joelle El Kaasamani

Karim SalaheddineNadia Ahmad 
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Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
 

Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis 

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Studies 

Policy Dialogue 
Welcomed H.E. Dr. NassifHitti, former Minister of Foreign Affairs,

for a lecture on Lebanese politics amid regional tensions

Regional Analysis 
Dr. Imad Salamey led aninternationalseminaron"The War in Iran and the

Greater Middle East

National Security
  Strategic guest lecturesweredelivered byGeneral Ziad Rizkallah and

Major General Fadi Makhoul
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Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
 

Policy dialogue, guest speakers,
diplomatic exposure, and regional

analysis 

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 
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“Lebanon’s political
order and the
regional context” at
Frei University of
Berlin.

Dr Nayla Tabbara 
“What does it mean to
live in an inclusive
society?”

“U.S Foreign Policy and
the Lebanese Civil War
(1981-1984)”

“The Tragedy of
Might: Simone
Weil and
Ethical
Leadership in
International
Rel at ions.”

“Rethinking EU Democracy
Promotion: Local Actors,
Regime Survival and Norm
Implementation in the Arab
Mediterranean Countries.”

Dr Nayla Tabbara
featuring Rev. Linda
Maktabi and Shaykh
Rabih Kobeissy. 
“Role of Religious
Leaders during the
War: The Case of
Lebanon”

Dr Assem Dandashly 

Dr Michael theodosiadis dr hicham abou nassif

Dr Imad Salamey 
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Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
 

Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic
exposure, and regional analysis 
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“From Liberal Peace to
Power
Peace: Rethinking
Conflict
Resolution in the 21st
Century”

“why are human
rights
important for
citizens?”

“Military Build
up under
Hegemonic
Shadow ”
 

 “What happens if
everyone is a passive
Citizen ?”

“Should citizens
engage in politics at
a young age?”

“what is a gender-
inclusive Citizenship ”

Dr Julien Beaujouan Dr Nicola Nones

Dr Ziad Abdel Samad Dr Kinda Majary

Dr Elie Abou Aoun Esq. Verena El Amil 
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Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
 

Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure,
and regional analysis 
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“Enhancing Research
Methodology with
Quantitative Data and
Statistical Analysis:
Inferential Methods and
Tools”

“Dutch Foreign
Relations&
Diplomacy in a
Complex Region”

“Democratization &
the MENA
region ”

“How can news outlets
and anchors become a
voice for citizens in the
country?”

“Australia’s
Democratic Journey:
Achievements and
Emerging
Challenges” 

من الفكرة إلى“
”الثورة إلى الدولة

Dr Abbas Rammal Miss lisbeth
pilegaard 

Dr Joseph Farchakh H.E Andrew Barnes 

H.E Frank Mollen H.E Mohammad Al- Assaad
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Student & institutional
Highlights 
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 Grade 11 students from frères
maristes champville school visited
LAU Byblos. 

“Coffee with Polis” sessions were organized
to foster dialogue and engagement.

Official launch of the MAster’s
program in conflict resolution,
marking a significant academic
development within the
institution.

The International Affairs Club was
featured in L’Orient-Le Jour, highlighting
its activities and student engagement on a
national platform.

Lebanese American University hosted a
concert in collaboration with UNESCO,
promoting cultural exchange and artistic
expression.
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Polis Graduating
Students

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 
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Sara Hemadneh
Elissa Taoukjian
Reina Sinno
Jomana El Khazmi 

 
Judy Virginia Abou Ayache
Yara Abdallah 
Lea Farhat 
Rafi Daou 
Angelica Sahli Monzer Romy
Labban 
Rachel Shalhoub 
Thea Maria Sarkis Francesca
Bouri 

Undergraduate Fall-2025

Undergraduate Spring-2026
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Polis Graduating
Students

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Studies 

Undergraduate Spring-2026

Roy Abi Raad
Taleen Abdel Khalek Yasmina
El Amin 
Michelle Eshak 
Aliza Khazzaka
Sophia Haddad 
Tia Abdul Baki 
Yorgo Bou Assi 
Mabel Karkar 
Dona Maria Matta 
Nour Najjad 
Christian Daccache 
Elie Sawaya 
Lena Makhoul 
Selena Harfouch 
Leya Sinno
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Polis Graduating
Students
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Salina Maria Abou Jaoude
Fatima Ramadan 
Marwan Moukary 
Petra Abou Kasm 
Adele Bou Raad 

Rita Theresia Makhlouf 

Amal Zaidan 
Maroun Al Irani 
Omar Baz Radwan 

Mohammad Abed Al Razak Ghalayini
Maria Akiki 

Undergraduate Spring-2026

Graduate Summer-2025 

Graduate Fall-2025
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Polis Graduating
Students
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Graduate Spring-2026

Haytham Al Tabesh
Maria Christina Saad
Suha Abou Rialy 
Reem Haidar 
Yara Halabi Mahmoud
Kobrosly Mia Azzi 
Sadeel Ismail 
Serge Hamparsoumian 
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POLIS STUDENT MOBILITY:
EXPANDING GLOBAL HORIZONS IN

2025-2026

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Studies 

THE 2025-2026 ACADEMIC YEAR MARKED A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE FOR STUDENT
MOBILITY WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

(POLIS AT THE LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY.
A TOTAL OF 15 UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, SUMMER SCHOOLS, AND STUDY-ABROAD
OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS EUROPE, REFLECTING POLIS'S GROWING COMMITMENT TO

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING.
STUDENTS PURSUED ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES IN EIGHT COUNTRIES
— FRANCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM, SLOVENIA, FINLAND, AUSTRIA, ITALY, ESTONIA, AND
THE CZECH REPUBLIC-THROUGH A RANGE OF PRESTIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING
SCIENCES PO PARIS, SCIENCES PO LYON, THE UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI, THE UNIVERSITY

OF TORINO, TALLINN UNIVERSITY, EMUNI UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
SUMMER SCHOOL, AND THE UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ PEACE SUMMER SCHOOL.

FRANCE EMERGED AS THE LEADING DESTINATION, HOSTING FIVE POLIS STUDENTS,
FOLLOWED BY ITALY, SLOVENIA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.

MOBILITY OPPORTUNITIES WERE SUPPORTED THROUGH SEVERAL COMPETITIVE
FUNDING SCHEMES, INCLUDING ERASMUST, MARE SCHOLARSHIPS, ISP MOBILITY

SUPPORT FUNDS, AND SPECIALIZED PROJECT-BASED GRANTS.
THE MOBILITY COHORT INCLUDED BOTH UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS

FROM THE BEIRUT AND BYBLOS CAMPUSES, WITH FEMALE STUDENTS REPRESENTING
NEARLY THREE-QUARTERS OF PARTICIPANTS. THESE EXPERIENCES ENABLED STUDENTS

TO STRENGTHEN THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERTISE, DEVELOP INTERCULTURAL
COMPETENCIES, EXPAND PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS, AND ENGAGE WITH DIVERSE
PERSPECTIVES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE, PEACEBUILDING, AND

PUBLIC POLICY.
THROUGH THESE INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, POLIS CONTINUES TO ADVANCE ITS
MISSION OF PREPARING GLOBALLY MINDED GRADUATES EQUIPPED TO NAVIGATE AND

LEAD IN AN INCREASINGLY INTERCONNECTED WORLD.
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Exchange program
undergraduates& graduates
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ERASMUS +:
MOUNYA EL SAID- SPRING 2026- Slovenia
JOELLE AL KAASAMANI- SPRING 2026- Slovenia
MICHELLE ESHAK- FALL 2025- Finland
SERGE TACHDJIAN- SPRING 2026- Estonia
KYLE TYAN- SPRING 2026- France

ERASMUS- SEA SAVE PROJECT:
TONIA ASSAL- FALL 2025

MARE SCHOLARSHIP:
MARIA CHRISTINA SAID- FALL 2025- Italy
ANHAL KOZHAYA- FALL 2025- Italy

ISP Mobility Support Fund: 
Anhal Kozhaya- Summer 2026- Austria
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Exchange program
undergraduates& graduates
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JUDY VIRGINIA ABOU AYACHE- FALL 2025- France
YAZAN ABOU EL EZZ- SUMMER 2026- UK
AYA AL MAWLA- SUMMER 2026- UK
FRANCESCA BOURI- FALL 2025- France
CHRISTIAN EL DACCACHE- FALL 2025- France
LAYA SNIH- SUMMER 2026- Czech Republic 
CLARA TAWK- SPRING 2026- France
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Exchange program
Experiences
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“Spending a semester at EMUNI University in Slovenia through
the Erasmus+ program was one of the most rewarding
experiences of my academic journey. As an International Affairs
student, studying in such a diverse and international
environment gave me the opportunity to engage with different
perspectives, build meaningful friendships across cultures, and
deepen my understanding of the global issues we discuss in the
classroom. Beyond academics, I was fortunate to explore
several European countries, including Austria, Croatia, and
Italy, experiences that brought many of the concepts I study to
life. I am incredibly grateful to my university and department
for supporting opportunities like Erasmus+, which not only
enrich students academically but also help shape more
globally minded individuals.” -Joelle El Kaasamani 
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“Studying abroad had always been a dream of mine, and thanks
to an Erasmus scholarship, I spent three unforgettable months
at EMUNI in Slovenia while pursuing my MA in International
Affairs at LAU. The experience allowed me to connect my
background in Communication with my passion for human
rights and international affairs.
Beyond the classroom, I learned from classmates from
different countries, explored new cultures, celebrated
Ramadan and Eid away from home, made lifelong friends, and
created memories I will always cherish. From meaningful
conversations to sunsets by the sea, every moment helped me
grow both academically and personally.
This journey reminded me that education is not only about
what we learn in class, but also about the people we meet and
the experiences that shape us. It is a chapter of my life I will
proudly tell my grandkids about.”- Mounya El Said

Exchange program
Experiences

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 
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The Department of Political and International Studies (POLIS) proudly
celebrates the accomplishments of six students who have been awarded
prestigious fellowships with the United Nations. Sadeel Ismael, Lara El Hajj,
Maria-Christina Saad, Jad Rahme, and Joelle Kaasamani were selected in
recognition of their academic excellence, leadership potential, and
commitment to international affairs. The United Nations fellowship
program offers students valuable professional experience within a
multicultural and globally engaged environment. Through these
fellowships, participants gain practical insight into diplomacy,
peacebuilding, sustainable development, and international cooperation
while contributing to initiatives that address pressing global challenges.
The opportunity also allows students to connect their academic studies
with real-world policy and institutional practice.

This accomplishment reflects POLIS's ongoing commitment to preparing
future leaders through rigorous academic training, experiential learning,
and engagement with international institutions. By combining scholarly
study with hands-on opportunities, the department equips students with
the knowledge and skills needed for impactful careers in diplomacy, public
policy, international organizations, and global governance.

The POLIS community warmly congratulates Sadeel Ismael, Lara El Hajj,
Maria-Christina Saad, Yara Halabi, Jad Rahme, and Joelle Kaasamani on this
well-deserved recognition. Their selection highlights both their individual
dedication and the department's mission to empower students to
contribute meaningfully to the international community. We wish them
continued success as they embark on this exciting new chapter with the
United Nations.

POLIS Students Awarded
Prestigious UN Fellowships

POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Lebanese American University | Department of Political Science and International Studies 21



Experiential Learning and Summer Camps

Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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Beirut Campus MUN POLIS
Summer Camp Speakers 2026

Byblos Campus MUN POLIS
Summer Camp Speakers 2026

Applied Training 
Studentscompleted thePublic
International Law in Action
program with Legal Action

Worldwide and participated in
field visits to the Basil Fuleihan

Institute of Finance

Summer Camp 2026 
Thedepartmentwill featurea

distinguished lineup of speakers,
including Ambassador Frank

Mollen, MP Paula Yacoubian, MP
Michel Douaihy, and other leading

professionals

Summer Camp welcomed 100
students across Beirut and Byblos,

fostering interest in diplomacy,
negotiation, and global decision-

making among high school leaders

Impact The 2025 

22



Experiential Learning and Summer Camps

Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp 2026: Inspiring the Next
Generation of Global Leaders
For five dynamic days, the POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp brought together
ambitious high school students across the Beirut and Byblos campuses for an
immersive experience in diplomacy, leadership, and global affairs. Combining
intensive Model United Nations (MUN) training with conversations led by
distinguished diplomats, policymakers, and experts, the camp empowered
participants to develop the skills needed to navigate today's complex
international landscape.
The journey began with comprehensive MUN training sessions led by the OLE
trainers at both campuses. Students were introduced to the foundations of
Model United Nations, learning the principles of diplomacy, negotiation, public
speaking, and resolution writing in preparation for the conference. On the first
day, students at the Beirut campus had the opportunity to engage with Ms.
Mahasen Rahal, Senior Political Affairs Officer at the United Nations Special
Coordinator's Office for Lebanon (UNSCOL), who shared valuable insights into
the work of the United Nations, multilateral cooperation, and the importance
of diplomacy in addressing regional and global challenges. Meanwhile,
participants at the Byblos campus welcomed Ms. Nada Koussa, who inspired
students through her reflections on leadership, confidence, and representing
Lebanon on international platforms.
Building on their newly acquired skills, students continued their MUN training
on the second day while learning from distinguished international guests. At
the Beirut campus, His Excellency Mr. Frank Mollen, Ambassador of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands to Lebanon, offered students valuable perspectives on
diplomacy, international cooperation, and the evolving role of ambassadors in
fostering dialogue and strengthening bilateral relations. Meanwhile, students
at the Byblos campus welcomed His Excellency Mr. Tom Wilson, Australian
Ambassador to Lebanon, for an insightful discussion on diplomacy,
international relations, and the role of ambassadors in strengthening global
partnerships.
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Experiential Learning and Summer Camps

Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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The third day further deepened students' understanding of global affairs.
Alongside advanced MUN training, Beirut participants attended engaging

sessions with Dr. Nayla Tabbara and His Excellency Johan Arief Jaafar, Acting
Ambassador of Malaysia to Lebanon, whose discussions highlighted intercultural

dialogue, peacebuilding, and diplomatic cooperation. At the Byblos campus,
acclaimed Lebanese author and Member of Parliament Michel Douaihy

encouraged students to think critically about public service, civic engagement,
and the power of informed leadership.

On the fourth day, students continued refining their negotiation and debating
skills through intensive MUN simulations before hearing from another

exceptional lineup of speakers. Beirut participants met Member of Parliament Paula
Yacoubian, who shared her experiences in public service, advocacy, and civic
responsibility, while students in Byblos engaged with Dr. Sonia Nakad, whose

session emphasized leadership, communication, and the importance of informed
decision-making.

The camp culminated in an exciting Model United Nations Conference, where
students stepped into the role of diplomats, representing countries, debating

pressing international issues, negotiating resolutions, and applying everything
they had learned throughout the week. The conference showcased not only their

growth in public speaking and diplomacy but also their ability to collaborate,
think critically, and address global challenges with confidence and

professionalism.
The POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp 2026 was more than a summer program; it

was a transformative learning experience that connected aspiring young leaders
with accomplished diplomats, policymakers, and experts while equipping them with
practical skills in diplomacy, negotiation, and leadership. As students concluded

the week with renewed confidence and a broader understanding of
international affairs, they left prepared to become thoughtful global citizens

and future changemakers.
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Experiential Learning and Summer Camps

Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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Experiential Learning and Summer Camps

Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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Experiential Learning and Summer Camps

Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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Experiential Learning and Summer Camps

Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership 
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Celebration with Australian ambassador 
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As a celebration of Aboriginal Heritage and Culture Week, the Australian Embassy
in Beirut recently hosted a special community screening of the acclaimed short

film Green Bush. Hosted by the Australian Ambassador, the event served as a unique
cultural bridge, bringing together local students, community organizers, and
prominent institutional figures. The gathering drew a highly engaged audience,

featuring representatives from UNESCO alongside the Chairperson of the Political
and International Studies Department at the Lebanese American University (LAU),
reflecting the event's significance across both diplomatic and academic circles.
Directed by Warwick Thornton, Green Bush centers on an Indigenous community

radio DJ working a night shift, beautifully illustrating how a simple broadcast
station can act as a sanctuary, a lifeline, and an anchor for the community it

serves. Beyond simply showcasing Australian Indigenous art, the film provided a
powerful springboard for a deeper discourse on the universal themes of

grassroots leadership, social responsibility, and resilience. It highlighted how
localized, community-led platforms are vital for marginalized groups to protect

their heritage and assert their collective voice.
The screening naturally transitioned into an open, thought-provoking dialogue
between the Ambassador, the distinguished guests, and the student attendees. The

conversation explored the profound parallels between the experiences of
Indigenous Australians and broader, global efforts to foster social cohesion and

civic empowerment. 
By framing Aboriginal culture not just as a historical subject, but as an active,

living blueprint for community solidarity, the evening successfully turned a film
screening into a meaningful reflection on shared humanity, conflict resolution,

and the enduring power of storytelling. 
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Celebration with Australian ambassador 
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Visibility and Institutional Impact 

National and international visibility through media, alumni, and institutional stories 
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President Joseph Aoun - POLIS
alumnus featured on the LAU

Alumni podcast 100/100

LAU feature highlighting
student accomplishments at
international conferences

POLIS students took part in the
Y-IMPACT Project 

Princeton Alumni Weekly
feature: Life During Wartime 
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POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE 

Excellence. Resilience. Impact.
 LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | POLIS

Over the past two semesters, the POLIS Department has
demonstrated that its foundation is built on excellence, resilience,
and impact. The department remains committed to being a leading

center for political science and international affairs education,
advancing scholarship, student success, experiential learning, and

meaningful public engagement.
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	“U.S Foreign Policy and the Lebanese Civil War (1981-1984)”
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	Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
	Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis
	Dr Julien Beaujouan
	“From Liberal Peace to Power Peace: Rethinking Conflict Resolution in the 21st Century”

	Dr Nicola Nones
	“Military Build up under Hegemonic Shadow ”

	Dr Ziad Abdel Samad
	“What happens if everyone is a passive Citizen ?”

	Dr Kinda Majary
	“what is a gender-inclusive Citizenship ”

	Dr Elie Abou Aoun
	“why are human rights important for citizens?”

	Esq. Verena El Amil
	“Should citizens engage in politics at a young age?”
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	Talks, Guest Lectures, and Conferences
	Policy dialogue, guest speakers, diplomatic exposure, and regional analysis
	Dr Abbas Rammal
	“Enhancing Research Methodology with Quantitative Data and Statistical Analysis: Inferential Methods and Tools”

	Miss lisbeth pilegaard
	“Democratization & the MENA region ”

	H.E Andrew Barnes
	Dr Joseph Farchakh
	“Australia’s Democratic Journey: Achievements and Emerging Challenges”
	“How can news outlets and anchors become a voice for citizens in the country?”

	H.E Frank Mollen
	“Dutch Foreign Relations& Diplomacy in a Complex Region”
	H.E Mohammad Al- Assaad
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	Student & institutional Highlights
	Grade 11 students from frères maristes champville school visited LAU Byblos.
	“Coffee with Polis” sessions were organized to foster dialogue and engagement.
	Official launch of the MAster’s program in conflict resolution, marking a significant academic development within the institution.
	The International Affairs Club was featured in L’Orient-Le Jour, highlighting its activities and student engagement on a national platform.
	Lebanese American University hosted a concert in collaboration with UNESCO, promoting cultural exchange and artistic expression.
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	Polis Graduating Students
	Undergraduate Fall-2025
	Sara Hemadneh Elissa Taoukjian Reina Sinno Jomana El Khazmi
	Judy Virginia Abou Ayache Yara Abdallah  Lea Farhat  Rafi Daou  Angelica Sahli Monzer Romy Labban  Rachel Shalhoub  Thea Maria Sarkis Francesca Bouri

	Undergraduate Spring-2026
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	Polis Graduating Students
	Undergraduate Spring-2026
	Roy Abi Raad Taleen Abdel Khalek Yasmina El Amin  Michelle Eshak  Aliza Khazzaka Sophia Haddad  Tia Abdul Baki  Yorgo Bou Assi  Mabel Karkar  Dona Maria Matta  Nour Najjad  Christian Daccache  Elie Sawaya  Lena Makhoul  Selena Harfouch  Leya Sinno
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	Polis Graduating Students
	Undergraduate Spring-2026
	Salina Maria Abou Jaoude Fatima Ramadan  Marwan Moukary  Petra Abou Kasm  Adele Bou Raad

	Graduate Summer-2025
	Rita Theresia Makhlouf
	Amal Zaidan  Maroun Al Irani  Omar Baz Radwan  Mohammad Abed Al Razak Ghalayini Maria Akiki

	Graduate Fall-2025
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	Polis Graduating Students
	Graduate Spring-2026
	Haytham Al Tabesh Maria Christina Saad Suha Abou Rialy  Reem Haidar  Yara Halabi Mahmoud Kobrosly Mia Azzi  Sadeel Ismail  Serge Hamparsoumian
	POLIS DEPARTMENT SHOWCASE


	POLIS STUDENT MOBILITY: EXPANDING GLOBAL HORIZONS IN 2025-2026
	THE 2025-2026 ACADEMIC YEAR MARKED A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE FOR STUDENT MOBILITY WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (POLIS AT THE LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY.
	A TOTAL OF 15 UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, SUMMER SCHOOLS, AND STUDY-ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS EUROPE, REFLECTING POLIS'S GROWING COMMITMENT TO GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING.
	STUDENTS PURSUED ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES IN EIGHT COUNTRIES— FRANCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM, SLOVENIA, FINLAND, AUSTRIA, ITALY, ESTONIA, AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC-THROUGH A RANGE OF PRESTIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING SCIENCES PO PARIS, SCIENCES PO LYON, THE UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI, THE UNIVERSITY OF TORINO, TALLINN UNIVERSITY, EMUNI UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY SUMMER SCHOOL, AND THE UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ PEACE SUMMER SCHOOL.
	FRANCE EMERGED AS THE LEADING DESTINATION, HOSTING FIVE POLIS STUDENTS, FOLLOWED BY ITALY, SLOVENIA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.
	MOBILITY OPPORTUNITIES WERE SUPPORTED THROUGH SEVERAL COMPETITIVE FUNDING SCHEMES, INCLUDING ERASMUST, MARE SCHOLARSHIPS, ISP MOBILITY SUPPORT FUNDS, AND SPECIALIZED PROJECT-BASED GRANTS.
	THE MOBILITY COHORT INCLUDED BOTH UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS FROM THE BEIRUT AND BYBLOS CAMPUSES, WITH FEMALE STUDENTS REPRESENTING NEARLY THREE-QUARTERS OF PARTICIPANTS. THESE EXPERIENCES ENABLED STUDENTS TO STRENGTHEN THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERTISE, DEVELOP INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCIES, EXPAND PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS, AND ENGAGE WITH DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE, PEACEBUILDING, AND PUBLIC POLICY.
	THROUGH THESE INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, POLIS CONTINUES TO ADVANCE ITS MISSION OF PREPARING GLOBALLY MINDED GRADUATES EQUIPPED TO NAVIGATE AND LEAD IN AN INCREASINGLY INTERCONNECTED WORLD.
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	Exchange program undergraduates& graduates
	ERASMUS +: MOUNYA EL SAID- SPRING 2026- Slovenia JOELLE AL KAASAMANI- SPRING 2026- Slovenia MICHELLE ESHAK- FALL 2025- Finland SERGE TACHDJIAN- SPRING 2026- Estonia KYLE TYAN- SPRING 2026- France
	ERASMUS- SEA SAVE PROJECT: TONIA ASSAL- FALL 2025
	MARE SCHOLARSHIP: MARIA CHRISTINA SAID- FALL 2025- Italy ANHAL KOZHAYA- FALL 2025- Italy
	ISP Mobility Support Fund:  Anhal Kozhaya- Summer 2026- Austria
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	Exchange program undergraduates& graduates
	JUDY VIRGINIA ABOU AYACHE- FALL 2025- France YAZAN ABOU EL EZZ- SUMMER 2026- UK AYA AL MAWLA- SUMMER 2026- UK FRANCESCA BOURI- FALL 2025- France CHRISTIAN EL DACCACHE- FALL 2025- France LAYA SNIH- SUMMER 2026- Czech Republic  CLARA TAWK- SPRING 2026- France
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	Exchange program Experiences
	“Spending a semester at EMUNI University in Slovenia through the Erasmus+ program was one of the most rewarding experiences of my academic journey. As an International Affairs student, studying in such a diverse and international environment gave me the opportunity to engage with different perspectives, build meaningful friendships across cultures, and deepen my understanding of the global issues we discuss in the classroom. Beyond academics, I was fortunate to explore several European countries, including Austria, Croatia, and Italy, experiences that brought many of the concepts I study to life. I am incredibly grateful to my university and department for supporting opportunities like Erasmus+, which not only enrich students academically but also help shape more globally minded individuals.” -Joelle El Kaasamani
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	Exchange program Experiences
	“Studying abroad had always been a dream of mine, and thanks to an Erasmus scholarship, I spent three unforgettable months at EMUNI in Slovenia while pursuing my MA in International Affairs at LAU. The experience allowed me to connect my background in Communication with my passion for human rights and international affairs.
	Beyond the classroom, I learned from classmates from different countries, explored new cultures, celebrated Ramadan and Eid away from home, made lifelong friends, and created memories I will always cherish. From meaningful conversations to sunsets by the sea, every moment helped me grow both academically and personally.
	This journey reminded me that education is not only about what we learn in class, but also about the people we meet and the experiences that shape us. It is a chapter of my life I will proudly tell my grandkids about.”- Mounya El Said
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	POLIS Students Awarded Prestigious UN Fellowships
	The Department of Political and International Studies (POLIS) proudly celebrates the accomplishments of six students who have been awarded prestigious fellowships with the United Nations. Sadeel Ismael, Lara El Hajj, Maria-Christina Saad, Jad Rahme, and Joelle Kaasamani were selected in recognition of their academic excellence, leadership potential, and commitment to international affairs. The United Nations fellowship program offers students valuable professional experience within a multicultural and globally engaged environment. Through these fellowships, participants gain practical insight into diplomacy, peacebuilding, sustainable development, and international cooperation while contributing to initiatives that address pressing global challenges. The opportunity also allows students to connect their academic studies with real-world policy and institutional practice.
	This accomplishment reflects POLIS's ongoing commitment to preparing future leaders through rigorous academic training, experiential learning, and engagement with international institutions. By combining scholarly study with hands-on opportunities, the department equips students with the knowledge and skills needed for impactful careers in diplomacy, public policy, international organizations, and global governance.
	The POLIS community warmly congratulates Sadeel Ismael, Lara El Hajj, Maria-Christina Saad, Yara Halabi, Jad Rahme, and Joelle Kaasamani on this well-deserved recognition. Their selection highlights both their individual dedication and the department's mission to empower students to contribute meaningfully to the international community. We wish them continued success as they embark on this exciting new chapter with the United Nations.
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	Applied training, field visits, legal learning,MUN summer camps, and student leadership



	Experiential Learning and Summer Camps
	Beirut Campus MUN POLIS Summer Camp Speakers 2026
	Byblos Campus MUN POLIS Summer Camp Speakers 2026
	Applied Training  Studentscompleted thePublic International Law in Action program with Legal Action Worldwide and participated in field visits to the Basil Fuleihan Institute of Finance
	Summer Camp 2026  Thedepartmentwill featurea distinguished lineup of speakers, including Ambassador Frank Mollen, MP Paula Yacoubian, MP Michel Douaihy, and other leading professionals

	Impact The 2025
	Summer Camp welcomed 100 students across Beirut and Byblos, fostering interest in diplomacy, negotiation, and global decision- making among high school leaders
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	Experiential Learning and Summer Camps
	POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp 2026: Inspiring the Next Generation of Global Leaders
	For five dynamic days, the POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp brought together ambitious high school students across the Beirut and Byblos campuses for an immersive experience in diplomacy, leadership, and global affairs. Combining intensive Model United Nations (MUN) training with conversations led by distinguished diplomats, policymakers, and experts, the camp empowered participants to develop the skills needed to navigate today's complex international landscape.
	The journey began with comprehensive MUN training sessions led by the OLE trainers at both campuses. Students were introduced to the foundations of Model United Nations, learning the principles of diplomacy, negotiation, public speaking, and resolution writing in preparation for the conference. On the first day, students at the Beirut campus had the opportunity to engage with Ms. Mahasen Rahal, Senior Political Affairs Officer at the United Nations Special Coordinator's Office for Lebanon (UNSCOL), who shared valuable insights into the work of the United Nations, multilateral cooperation, and the importance of diplomacy in addressing regional and global challenges. Meanwhile, participants at the Byblos campus welcomed Ms. Nada Koussa, who inspired students through her reflections on leadership, confidence, and representing Lebanon on international platforms.
	Building on their newly acquired skills, students continued their MUN training on the second day while learning from distinguished international guests. At the Beirut campus, His Excellency Mr. Frank Mollen, Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Lebanon, offered students valuable perspectives on diplomacy, international cooperation, and the evolving role of ambassadors in fostering dialogue and strengthening bilateral relations. Meanwhile, students at the Byblos campus welcomed His Excellency Mr. Tom Wilson, Australian Ambassador to Lebanon, for an insightful discussion on diplomacy, international relations, and the role of ambassadors in strengthening global partnerships.
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	Experiential Learning and Summer Camps
	The third day further deepened students' understanding of global affairs. Alongside advanced MUN training, Beirut participants attended engaging sessions with Dr. Nayla Tabbara and His Excellency Johan Arief Jaafar, Acting Ambassador of Malaysia to Lebanon, whose discussions highlighted intercultural dialogue, peacebuilding, and diplomatic cooperation. At the Byblos campus, acclaimed Lebanese author and Member of Parliament Michel Douaihy encouraged students to think critically about public service, civic engagement, and the power of informed leadership.
	On the fourth day, students continued refining their negotiation and debating skills through intensive MUN simulations before hearing from another exceptional lineup of speakers. Beirut participants met Member of Parliament Paula Yacoubian, who shared her experiences in public service, advocacy, and civic responsibility, while students in Byblos engaged with Dr. Sonia Nakad, whose session emphasized leadership, communication, and the importance of informed decision-making.
	The camp culminated in an exciting Model United Nations Conference, where students stepped into the role of diplomats, representing countries, debating pressing international issues, negotiating resolutions, and applying everything they had learned throughout the week. The conference showcased not only their growth in public speaking and diplomacy but also their ability to collaborate, think critically, and address global challenges with confidence and professionalism.
	The POLIS MUN Diplomacy Summer Camp 2026 was more than a summer program; it was a transformative learning experience that connected aspiring young leaders with accomplished diplomats, policymakers, and experts while equipping them with practical skills in diplomacy, negotiation, and leadership. As students concluded the week with renewed confidence and a broader understanding of international affairs, they left prepared to become thoughtful global citizens and future changemakers.
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	Celebration with Australian ambassador
	As a celebration of Aboriginal Heritage and Culture Week, the Australian Embassy in Beirut recently hosted a special community screening of the acclaimed short film Green Bush. Hosted by the Australian Ambassador, the event served as a unique cultural bridge, bringing together local students, community organizers, and prominent institutional figures. The gathering drew a highly engaged audience, featuring representatives from UNESCO alongside the Chairperson of the Political and International Studies Department at the Lebanese American University (LAU), reflecting the event's significance across both diplomatic and academic circles.
	Directed by Warwick Thornton, Green Bush centers on an Indigenous community radio DJ working a night shift, beautifully illustrating how a simple broadcast station can act as a sanctuary, a lifeline, and an anchor for the community it serves. Beyond simply showcasing Australian Indigenous art, the film provided a powerful springboard for a deeper discourse on the universal themes of grassroots leadership, social responsibility, and resilience. It highlighted how localized, community-led platforms are vital for marginalized groups to protect their heritage and assert their collective voice.
	The screening naturally transitioned into an open, thought-provoking dialogue between the Ambassador, the distinguished guests, and the student attendees. The conversation explored the profound parallels between the experiences of Indigenous Australians and broader, global efforts to foster social cohesion and civic empowerment.
	By framing Aboriginal culture not just as a historical subject, but as an active, living blueprint for community solidarity, the evening successfully turned a film screening into a meaningful reflection on shared humanity, conflict resolution, and the enduring power of storytelling.
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	Visibility and Institutional Impact
	National and international visibility through media, alumni, and institutional stories
	President Joseph Aoun - POLIS alumnus featured on the LAU Alumni podcast 100/100
	Princeton Alumni Weekly feature: Life During Wartime
	LAU feature highlighting student accomplishments at international conferences
	POLIS students took part in the Y-IMPACT Project
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	Excellence. Resilience. Impact.  LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY | POLIS
	Over the past two semesters, the POLIS Department has demonstrated that its foundation is built on excellence, resilience, and impact. The department remains committed to being a leading center for political science and international affairs education, advancing scholarship, student success, experiential learning, and meaningful public engagement.


